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Pre-registration

Pre-registration is the act of specifying your research plan before conducting the 
study

General process: 

● State clear research hypothesis
● Outline analysis plan prior to 

data collection
● Link hypothesis to analysis plan



Why would I use it?

Why pre-register?:

● Increases credibility

● Easy way to plan research

● Have analysis plan all in one place (possibly even before collecting data!)



Pre-registration

Does that mean I can’t change my plan?

Nope! → exploratory analyses are allowed, they just have to be stated 

● Can submit edit to embargoed pre-registration plan 
● Creates list of changes and reasons why 

Transparency is key



Next Steps

● Work through an example pre-registration together on OSF

● Can either focus on example walkthrough or use your own research for 
inspiration!

https://osf.io/

https://osf.io/

