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• What copyright is
• Licenses 
• Creative Commons licenses
• Tools, resources and examples

Not covered:
• How to license 3rd party copyright work
• Software IP

(brief overview, not legal advice)
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COPYRIGHT AND LICENSES

COPYRIGHT

• Automatic
• Usually expires after 70 years of the death of the copyright owner
• All original works are protected by copyright; judgement and skills in its creation (any work that 

requires selection, coordination, expression and arrangement of facts and ideas is protected by 
copyright). 

LICENSES

• Define what other users are permitted to do or not do
• Provide protection (owners of intellectual property), they do not diminish ownership
• Your work only
• They cannot be revoked

Why licensing your work?
• An important aspect of making sure your data meet the R (reusable) in FAIR data guidelines
• If you want others to use, distribute, modify or contribute back to your project, you need to 

include an open license
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SET OF LICENSES – BRIEF OVERVIEW

• Check your funder requirements (if any)

• Creative Commons licences for creative works (including research publications and datasets);

• Open Source licences for software source code;

• Licences for specific types of work, such as the Open Data Commons licences for databases; 
(mostly based on the Creative Commons licenses)

• Government open data licences, such as the UK Open Government Licence for public sector 
materials. 
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CREATIVE COMMONS
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TOOLS

Creative commons: https://chooser-beta.creativecommons.org/

Open data commons: https://opendatacommons.org/licenses/index.html

STATEMENT EXAMPLES 

• © 2019 University of Edinburgh. This dataset is licensed under a Creative Commons 
Attribution 4.0 International License: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/ . 

• [This database is/These data are/〈name of dataset〉 is] made available under the 
Public Domain Dedication and License v1.0 whose full text can be found at: 
http://opendatacommons.org/licenses/pddl/1.0/

https://chooser-beta.creativecommons.org/
https://opendatacommons.org/licenses/index.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://opendatacommons.org/licenses/pddl/1.0/


• Example from OSF



• Example from Zenodo
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LICENSING DATA - FINAL THOUGHTS AND REMINDERS

• Any proposed release under a specific license is agreed by all concerned, as once it has been 
applied it cannot be revoked

• Clearly mark it: rights statement + license statement

• Not automatic

• If the data is packaged informally the rights statement should be at the top level of a directory or 
in an obvious intro document such as in a readme.txt file

• Include in on the page from which the data may be downloaded

• Only license your own work
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